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MEMORANDUM FOR: - Dlrector'of Central Intelllgence
FROM: | | ”fGeneral Counsel o SR - 33: e 'fLJQ;E
: "Actlng Leglslatlve Counsel : L
. SUBJECT:,if" Attorney General's Vlews on. Leglslatlon

to Amend“the Freedom of Informatlon Act

“1. As ‘you know, by letter dated 22 May 1981 Attorney
General Smith informed you that the Department of Justice
does not intend to support our legislative proposal to
_exempt CIA and NSA.from the Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA) . Instead, Justice presently intends to seek the

. introduction of comprehen51ve legislation to deal, on a
‘government—-wide basis, with the problems created by the
'FOIA. The Attorney General suggested that if you or the
Secretary of State disagreed with Justice's position, the -
issue be raised at a staff or Cabinet meeting, or, after you
.and Smith have had an opportunlty to discuss it, w1th the
Pre51dent hlmself : o

5

@QL, We recommend that you sign the attached letter to _
' Attorney General Smlth-- S RPN
“dtdt”;~— It relterates thlS Agency's views on the -

-nece351ty of full rellef from the FOIA. e ok

e -f,.—— It p01nts out that 51gn1f1cant 1eglslat10n D V{

Sl was) enacted last year to totally exempt from, the ) :
"7'FOIA certain material received by the FTC and that,

" . thus, there is a precedent for seeking FOIA relief

"fvon other than a government~w1de ba51s.

i e It proposed that Stan Sporkin and Deputy
 ‘Attorney General Edward C. Schmults meet; if still
"unresolved, then you meet with the Attorney General.
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3. If such a meeting does not result in the withdrawal
by Justice of its opposition to our proposal (as the Department
of State has done), we recommend that you then proceed to
obtain our own exemption by separate legislative action.

/s/.
..Stanley Spogkln . R . .
'General Coursel o . Acting Legislative Counsel
”';Atfééhﬁenfg?”r“ s
OdéyDRird (8 Jun 81)
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